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Wow! What
an amazing
year it was!
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Veronica Young, CEO
When I reflect on this past year, I
realize that Eva's Closet continues
to flourish because of God's Grace.
I'm thrilled to be a part of this
charitable organization because it
draws light on families' real issues
and situations. It is an organization
that makes a concerted effort to give
back to the community to help it grow
stronger.
Eva's Closet (EC) and Morning Star
Missionary Baptist Church located in
the Dalworth Community collaborated
on a coat and blanket drive at the
beginning of the year. We donate to
three shelters across the Dallas and
Fort Worth areas. It was a very
exciting time for EC and we enjoyed
helping other organizations.
Also, the women in the community
received a special treat as well. Our
organization hosted a seminar titled
"The Seasons of a Woman's Life." We
heard about the various seasons that
women go through in their lives and
how to deal with the most challenging
seasons effectively. We intend to
reintroduce it in 2022. It was an
opportune moment for many women.

Eva's Closet participated in the Night Out Kick-off Celebration sponsored
by Grand Prairie Police Department
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Amazing Year
continued from pg. 1

Eva's Closet also participated in Grand
Prairie's "Community Night Out," which
allowed residents to learn about local
businesses and organizations. I adore
seeing a community band together to
support and elevate one another. We also
hosted a Mental Health Forum for
residents. It was a fantastic turnout, as
there was an abundance of information
being distributed.
To end, I'd like to express my sincere
gratitude to everyone who participated and
helped Eva's Closet grow over the last
year. I'm indebted to you for your time,
encouragement, and zeal. In 2022, I'm
hoping to see more of it. I am aware that
Eva's Closet would be unable to continue
operating without it.

Eva's Closet needs community. Community is
vital because it is a place where one
feels connected and yearns to be a part.
Community is where we come together to
support one another and converse as we
walk down the sidewalk or through the
park. It's when we witness someone in need
and come to their aid. It is a place where
we never run out of love, kindness, and
gratitude daily. It is a place where
everyone is treated with dignity
regardless of skin color, background,
where they come from, and where they are
going. It is a place of love being
expressed where all individuals feel
connected because someone took the time to
be excellent. It is a place where we
witness smiles. It is a place where we
know it is okay not to be okay. Community
is where we all work together to live in
harmony. Eva's Closet is a part of the
community.

Remarks from the community
"Eva's Closet is an outstanding
organization that brings hope and promise
to the Grand Prairie Community providing a
variety of needed service"
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- Andy White

I have known Veronica for several years as
a friend and co-worker at a national
nonprofit organization. As a social worker,
she is very passionate about helping people
who struggle with family or parenting
issues and concerns. That is why I
wholeheartedly support Eva's Closet.
- Lisa Chandler

"Eva's Closet is a new agency in the DFW
area that is providing services focused on
the two most important aspects of family
life that can lead to self-sufficiency for
families experiencing instability-employability assistance (for the
under/unemployed) and parenting skills."
- Susan Bragg

We found the time to reflect on
our accomplishments.
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Caring, Sharing and Helping
Cynthia Poland, Co-founder
We have all been called to play a part in
understanding how to help and support each
other. What is your role? Are you actively
involved in your community?
I will start with sharing my own personal
story. My parents did not officially run a
non-profit to help people. However, you
could say that they both had a spirit of
sharing and helping others. And, I believe
that our family is better off because of
the generosity and support they gave to
others. My father was blind, but instead
of looking at his disability as a
hindrance or setback; he reached out to
the community as a social and civic
leader. I remember thinking at his funeral
about six years ago how my father was able
to make such a difference in our small
community without a formal education and
having a disability. There is no excuse
for me. It was at this time, I was
encouraged to build on the examples of my
parents, Lawrence and Eva. Shortly
afterwards, Veronica and I started working
on the plans of establishing Eva’s Closet
(EC). The organization was founded as a
nonprofit because of our emphasis on
serving and helping others in the
community.
We celebrated our kick-off event in
October 2019. We were just getting started
and making progress just before the
pandemic. To our surprise, Veronica and I
have been amazed by the support of the
community in Grand Prairie.

We found the time to serve others.

There have been some pretty amazing and
exciting developments with Eva’s Closet
Inc. this year in spite of living and
thriving in the midst of one of the most
difficult moments in history with the
COVID-19 pandemic. It has really been a
challenging two years for most people just
trying to make ends meet financially,
adjusting to the new ways of working and
even perhaps for those who fellowship or
worship in church. Most importantly, it
been a difficult task holding on to your
peace of mind particularly with the
uncertainties concerning your safety and
health. It is during this difficult time
we need to show caring, support and
genuine love even more. There is a need
for a lot of change. Starting in our
families and communities, we all must do
more to help, love and support each other.
What are you going to do? Some may give,
others may choose to share their time
doing tasks and a few may even serve as
mentors. When I think about my father, I
often think about what Rev. Dr. Martin L.
King said, “Everybody can be
great...because anybody can serve. You
don't have to have a college degree to
serve. You don't have to make your subject
and verb agree to serve. You only need a
heart full of grace. A soul generated by
love.” That is exactly what my parents
demonstrated -- a heart full of grace and
love. That is all it takes (and maybe some
patience, too).
At Eva’s Closets, we have had our moments
of success as well as our setbacks.
However, we are determined to stay the
course. We welcome anyone who wants to get
involved in our organization. The way I
see it, you can be part of the problem or
part of the solution. Become actively
involved in making this world a better
place especially for our children.
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New Friendships
Made The Year Special
We would love to take this
opportunity to thank our dedicated
sponsors and friends who were so
supportive this year. We could not
have done it without you!

EC participated in the Back School Event with Outland Memorial
AME Zion Church
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Hats off to Tamara (Tam), Lytonya (T) and Kimberlee (Kim), sister-friends and owners of Vinyly, a
new design store featuring the latest HTV, sublimation blanks and embroidery supplies located
at 925 W. Pioneer Pkwy Ste G in Grand Prairie. Thanks for your support.
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Matthew Baker, Chief Strategist of Baker
Digital Strategies designed a very attractive new
website.

We found the time to
build relationships.

Michael Henderson of Artwerks Media Services
produced EC's introductory video.
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Spreading
Warmth in the
Community
2020 WINTER COAT AND
BLANKET DRIVE
Our Calling serves the homeless population in Dallas.

EC staff collects items at the drop-off site.
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Veronica and Melinda of Lifeline for Families, Inc sort coats and blankets.

EC helped to spread the warmth,
comfort and joy in the community by
hosting our first annual Winter Coat
and Blanket Drive that made a
significant impact to the community
right before the major snowstorm in
Texas in February. EC partnered with
Morning Star Missionary Baptist
Church of Grand Prairie to collect
and donate more than 130 items
including coats, blankets and various
small inter items such as gloves,
scarfs and mittens to three centers
for domestic violence victims and
their children as well as homeless
men and women.

New coats were provided to children.

We found the time to comfort
others.
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Inspiring Hope and Resilience
ELIMINATING THE STIGMA

"Inspiring Hope and Resilience," A Virtual
Community Forum on Mental Health was held on
Saturday, October 16, 2021, in recognition of
October being National Depression and Mental
Health Screening Month.
The purpose of the forum focused on eliminating
the stigma of mental illness and behavioral
health. Despite considerable media coverage,
celebrity outspokenness, and even legislation
reforms, the stigma surrounding mental health
endures. The forum included representatives
from law enforcement, city leaders, school
representative, church leaders and local mental
health professionals from the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI). Since the pandemic,
there has been a crisis of mental health
concerns and increasing numbers of persons
needing resources and help.

Dr. Herman Baxter

Empowering Women
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SEASONS OF A WOMAN'S LIFE

In July, we celebrated another annual
conference which we held virtually. The
conference, The Seasons of a Woman’s Life,
featured our dynamic and passionate keynote
speaker Rev. Dr. Shannon A. Holmes. The event
was uplifting and inspirational and to say the
least, Dr. Holmes delivered a power message on
how women can overcome obstacles and
challenges they face. The conference received
overwhelming participation and support from
friends and family members across the United
States from Michigan, North Carolina,
Louisiana, Florida, Minnesota, Virginia,
Nevada and Arizona. Participants who filled
out a survey received a book entitled “Seasons
II: A Devotional of Spiritual Insights” by
Catherine Raphael.

Dr. Shannon A. Holmes

We found the time to enlighten
and motivate others.
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Let's hear it for our
volunteers and supporters
We would love to take this opportunity to thank
our dedicated volunteers and contributors who
were so supportive this year. Couldn't have done
it without you!
Anthony Hogan, Grand Prairie Police
Department
Courtney Runnels, Grand Prairie
Police Department
Gerald Hodges, Grand Prairie Office
of Community Inclusion
Grand Prairie City Councilman At
Large Junior Ezeonu
Sonnia Ortega, Grand Prairie Schools
Dr. Shannon A. Holmes
Dr. Herman Baxter
Dr. Lisa Trusclair,
ElderDoc Teaching Ministry, LLC
Ministries
Attorney L. Delaine Frazier
Dana Randall
Shonda Davis
Jarrad E. Poland
Attorney Leslie Richard
JaNell J. Simpson
Dr. Ralph Steel, Wealth Think Bank
Financial Management
Cathy A. Duncan
Dr. Lin McLaughlin
Andy White
Vinyly Yours
Jaquita Johnson
Iram Toney
Larry Poland
Freddie Mae Jones
Dr. Lynda Dickson
Akinwale Richard Oladapo

Susan Bragg, Consultant
Lucy V. Cantu, Consultant
Pastor Christopher Taylor, Morning
Star Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Curtis Eaden
Jessica Jolly, Nourish & Flourish
Health Founder & CEO
Demarque Mitchell, Demarque's
Empowerment Group, PLLC
Jennifer Nunley, National Alliance
on Mental Illness
Adele Foster-Glenn, LiftFund DFW
Women Business Center
Linda Gray, VP Diversity &
Community Engagement, SCORE
Irma Salas, Granting Consultant
The Grand Prairie Chamber of
Commerce
Constable Sandra Lee, Tarrant
County Constable Office, Pct. 7
Dana Beitey, Director of Alumni
Relations, Newman University

We found the time
to say "thank you."
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Mark your calendar for
2022

We look forward to even bigger and better things in the
New Year. Here are events and activities for 2022:

Martin Luther King
January 17, 2022 - Grand Prairie Parade

Juneteenth
June 19, 2022 - Grand Prairie Parade

Women Empowerment
July 2022 - Date and Location will be determined

Back To School Event
August 2022 - Grand Prairie
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Grand Prairie PD National
Out Night Kickoff Party
October 2022 - Date and Location will be determined

Community Conference
October2022 - Date and Location will be determined

Winter Coat and Blanket Drive
December 2022 - Date and Location will be determined

Roll Out of Eva's Closet New Logo
We are working on the details to roll out our new EC's
logo this year. It is not a surprise but we will let you know
when everything is finalized.

Upcoming Events
Looking forward to a
great 2022

